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March 2026 Newsletter
February  Highlights/Accomplishments:
In February, our Post initiated a nursing home visit to veterans at the four Albany nursing homes, and we plan to continue this on a  monthly basis. Weekly Wednesday food distributions continued, as we supply those in need to the local populace. The kitchen is being renovated to meet commercial standards, with completion expected in March for future use and rentals. Two planter beds have been built, and preparations are underway for vegetable planting. Members interested in helping should call the office to discuss opportunities.

Currently, our membership rate is 98%. We recently welcomed three new members: Life Member Luke Bennett and Annual Members Joseph Kirkman and Gerardo Rios. If you are an annual member, please verify that your dues are up to date, as ten memberships have expired. We are just a few recruits short of achieving 101% All-American status. If you know any eligible veterans or active-duty personnel, please encourage them to apply by contacting the office.

[bookmark: _Hlk204518560][bookmark: _Hlk209940507]Community Service: This month, over forty service hours were completed, covering the PTSD VA sponsored counseling sessions, hosting the DAV weekly meeting, nursing home visits, and the weekly food distribution drive. The program year total is the highest in our District. 

POST EVERLASTING:
There was one member deceased in February, Harold Anderson (US Army – Retired).

COMMANDER / CHAPLAIN / AUXILIARY PRESIDENT COMMENTS
Commander's Message (Lonzie Jimmerson III):
I ask that we all remain mission focused and remember that we are here to serve fellow veterans as well as our local community. Please do not get distracted, as things are taking a turn financially, we must now lean forward into our nonprofit status and ensure that funds are being redistributed appropriately.

Our membership stands at 98%; however, attendance regularly consists of 15-20 members. For those who have been less involved, we encourage you to contact me, the Adjutant (Chris Shroyer), or the Jr. Vice (Jay Lewis). Your feedback and participation are highly valued as we move forward together. We have supported the nursing home drive with success; however, this was a skeleton crew. Given the size of our roster, we believe there is ample capacity to share responsibilities effectively and reconvene at our base by day's end. Active participation in all community service activities is essential. While fundraising activities such as bingo are important, it is equally vital for our membership to demonstrate greater presence within the community to reinforce that the VFW remains a steadfast institution. We invite everyone to contribute their ideas and engage in this ongoing discussion.




Chaplain's Message (Bob Breton): 
Esther 4:11 “All the kings officials and the people in the provinces know that anyone who appears before the king in his inner court without being invited is doomed to die unless the king holds out his golden scepter” (NIV).

What does that have to do with us today? Aren’t we all looking for that pot of Gold that sits at the end of the rainbow. If we are truly seeking reality, we know that pot of gold never existed but is only a figment of someone’s imagination. Stories of old that really do not come true. But there is one who really does hold the golden scepter out to each one of us if we are just willing to see it. He sent his son to die for us on a cruel rugged cross two thousand years ago and has been seeking our minds and hearts ever since. He is faithful and true and continually holds out His golden scepter to us. I do not care what your condition before Him is at the juncture in your life, He is always ready to accept you back into his fold, all you have to do is ask. Happy St Patricks’ Day. GOD BLESS.
[bookmark: _Hlk207523605]
[bookmark: _Hlk209942278]Auxiliary President (Ms. Dana Sheffield: This month, we welcomed three new members and we lead the district in overall membership growth. Our ongoing support for Bingo sessions includes managing buy-in packets, refreshments, and food sales. Additionally, we provided lunches for veterans participating in VA PTSD sessions and assisted with weekly food distribution initiatives. Our group visited four nursing homes in Albany, delivering care packages to veteran residents. Meetings are held every fourth Thursday at 6:15 p.m. For further information or membership inquiries, please contact Dana Sheffield at 229-894-4276 or danasheffield152@gmail.com.

POST EVENT DATES (February 2026)
· Open Tue through Fri (4 pm); Sat at 11am; Office hours are Noon – 4pm; Closed Sun-Mon
· Link to our Post Calendar:   Calendar
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	Commander: Lonzie Jimmerson
	President: Dana Sheffield

	Senior Vice Commander: Johnny White
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	Junior Vice Commander: Jay Lewis
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	Treasurer: Ouida Trawick
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	Adjutant: Chris Shroyer
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	House Committee Chair: Tom Wilson
	Conductor: Lori Davis

	Lounge Manager: Angela Miles
	Guard: Linda Stokes Breton 

	Guard/Officer of the Day: Leonard Edwards
	

	Benefits Advisors: Patrick Aland
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Check us out on the internet. Just use your phone’s built-in camera app. Point the camera at the QR code. Tap the banner that appears on your Android phone or tablet. (vfw2785.org)
Facebook:  VFW Post 2785 Facebook Page
VFW MISSION: To foster camaraderie among United States veterans of overseas conflicts. To serve our veterans, the military, and our communities. To advocate on behalf of all veterans.
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